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PROFANITY. 


—_—_——— 


Fruit hee fapientia quondam, 
Publica privatis fecerncre facra profanis. 


A VAIN trifling ufe of the name of the De- 
ity is fuch an infult, as common decency would for- 
oid us to offer even to any human character, which 
we greatly revered. An eternal, infinite, all perfect 
Being, who made and fuftains all worlds, who is 
prefent with us every moment, who infpects all our 
actions, and will one day call to judgment all his 
rational creatures, is the moft grand, folemn and 
awful idea, that can poflibly enter the mind,: and the 
man who can trifle with fuch a Being, by taking his 
name in vain, and fporting with his threatenings or 
with paflages of his word, by appealing to him on 
trivial occafions, or by imprecations uf his vengeance 
on himfelf or others, difcovers fuch a ftupid kind of 
impiety, as we fhould not eafily fuppofe any man 
capable of, who had been religioufly, or even civilly 
educated. As cuftomary profanenets proceeds from 
an habitual irreverence of the Deity, fo it tends te 
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extinguifh any feeble fentiments of piety, virtue, de- 
cency and honour that m av {till remain. It natu- 
rally leads to ev ery kind of vice by removing that 
great rcftrainé the fear of Go of and afuture judg- 

nent; and Jt is no uncharitable prefumption, to 
iuppot that the man who ufes himfelf to {wear fre- 
quently, jometimes {wears falfly, becayfe he often 
fwears carelefly or paffionately. 

‘here is no vice more dangerous to fociety,as none 
fo directly tends to obliterate every fentiment of pi- 
ety, and confe quently to deftroy all reverence for an 
oath ; and when oaths have loft their force, fociety 
has loft i its main fecurity. 

As it is a vice without temptation, fo it is wholly 
without excufe. You will fay, perhaps “ You mean 
no harm.” But is there no harm in ufing your ma- 
ker’s name without a.meaning ? No harm in trifl- 
ing with facred things ? No harm in deftroying the 
grand fecurity of human fociety ? You plead prove 
cation inyour excufe. But w ill you venture on an 
oath in the paroxy{m of paffion, when you fhoul d 
hardly truft yourfelf to fpeak at all ? Pa‘ion always 
mifreprefents things: if you {wear ina paflion, there 
is the utmoft danger that you will fwear falfly. You 
pretend that you cannot govern your language ; that 
you fpeak before you have time to think. But you 
can govern yourfelf in the pre efence of a human iu- 
perior ; why not in the prefence of you ir Maker? If 
you have formed fuch a habit of profanenefs as to 
have loft the command of yourfelf, your mind mutt 
be prodigioutly depraved, and your guilt vaftly ac- 
cumulated. Accuftom yourfelf to think ferioufly 
on your character as a rational being, on your 
accountablenefs as a moral being, and on the 
different confequenc es of virtue ee vice, and 
thought will be ready at hand to check the fallies of 
paffion and reitrain the outra; ge of impfety. 
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Do you think, profanenefs graces converfation ? 
The fober part of mankind think otherwiie ; and 
the profane think otherwife too in their rational 
hours. Bold, bluftering airs ; turgid, fwe 
words ; haughty, felf confident language and man- 
ners; an affected contempt of things which are get 
erally efteemed facred, cannot fail to be difguftful. 
Woaat can be more: unmannerly, clownifh and iil- 
bred, than to belch out profane oaths in all compan- 
ies, and among thofe who are known to detett 
them? Would you think ita mark of politencfs 
and good breeding for ene to’ divert. the Gacapany 
you are in by ridiculing your beft friemds? Much 
lefs ought you to affront the ears of the ferious by 
intulting their God, or their religion. ‘This is to 
add the groffeft impiety to the bafeft ill-manners. 
Do you think a profane oath confirms your word ? 
Much otherwife. It fhews that you put no great 
confidence in your own credit 5 if you did, you 

would think an oath unneceflary : and if you have 
fo poor an opinion of your bare word, others will 
have no better opinion of your oath. And if you 
are fo unprincipled as to fwear profanely without a 
temptation, who can be fure you will not fpeak or 
even {wear fa//y, when there 1s a temptation ? 

As profanenefs takes its rife rather irom depravi- 
ty of mind than from external temptation, fo it bai- 

es the force of every religious argument offered a- 
gainft it. What will it avail to te tL aman of the 

wrath of the Deity, who has detigned! y banifhed the 
fear of the Deity, fiom his mind ? What will it 
vail to talk of death, judgment and future punilh- 
ment to one who can familiarly imprecate them on 
himfelf and others ? What will it avail to admonith 
him of the evil and danger of ahs particular fin, 
when he has learnt to make a mock of all_//x. 
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NATURAL CURIOSITY. 


DESCRIPTION OF A NEWLY DISCOVERED CAVERN, ON 





THE NORTH-EAST END OF MOUNT ANTHONY, IN 
BENNINGTON, VERMONT. 





Some time laft year a hole was difcovered 
in the fide of the weft mountain in Bennington, u- 
fually called Mount Anthony, fituated on the eaft 
fide, near the north end of the mountain, large e- 
nough to admit with fome difficulty, the body of a 
man, widening in its defcent, and apparently of con- 
fiderable depth, as was judged by the dropping of 
ftones, &c. into it. After a while fome men ven- 
tured down by the means of ropes, as far as the 
firft landing from the mouth ; when from the drop- 
ping of water, &c. within, which founded loud and 
hollow, they fuppofed the cavern to be confiderably 
fpacicus. In the courfe of the laft fpring, an hofpi- 
tal for the fmall pox being fixed in a houfe in the vi- 
cinity of the mountain, feveral of the infected, vifit- 
ect the cave, when by the help of lights they explo- 
ted the firft apartment, and found a partition wall 
reaching from the top to within fix inches of the 
bottom. By liftening at this aperture, the found of 
the dropping water within, gave the idea that a 
much larger room than that explored lay beyond, 
which would afford a ftriking view, if poflible to get 
into it. This induced numbers, to vifit it, having 
provided themfelves with neceflary implements 
to remove obftru€tions: At this period the mouth 
of the cavern was about eighteen inches by two feet 
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ever with the limb of a tree fixed for a medium of 
defcent to the firit landing, which is about fifteen 
feet perpendicular from the mouth, wide ning as it 
defcends. By a pocket compafs it appeared, that 
the direction of the cavern was from henc e, about 
two points fouth of weft. A preity quick defcent 
of about eight feet led to a narrow paflage of near 
twenty four feet iri length, the roof in fome places 
lofty, in others fo low as to occaiion a man to ftoop. 
Here the partition before mentioned is fituated, and 
was found to be too hard to be wrought on with 
the bar or hand fledge. With thefe — 
however, and the addition of a hoe, a paffage un- 
der the partition was dug in about av hour, futhcicnt 
to admit a man to crawl through on his belly, and 
in that manner the firft company a Here an 
arched concave is fituated, of irregular form, and in 
the loftieft point which was afcende dto with difh- 
culty, by the help of a fapplin pruned of is limbs, 
thirty five feet high. The whole length of the a- 
partment is fixty eight feet, its breadth irregular, 
irom that of a large room to a fix foot entry, its di- 


rection nearly north and fouth. ‘To « ‘plore the 
cavern further it is here neceflary to afcend |to 
a projection of the fide rocks of the pailuge, ‘a- 


about ten feet, breaft high from whence two 
hi ‘les were found nearly large enous to admitia 
nan’s head when firft difcavered, and feprrated bya 
large ftone pillar about fixteen inches diameter.— 
By holding a candle though one and loohing through 
the cele ancther {pacious cavi ity or room was dil- 
covered, with an arched way at the end of it; af- 
ter about an hour’s labour with the bar and fledye, 
one of the holes was rendered fo much larger shan 
when difcovered, as to admit a fmall man to crowd 
through, and with a little further exertion and con- 
fiderable difliculty of paffage, the whole company 
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that firft difcoveredit crowded through. Immediately 
after pafling this {trait, abell fhaped apartment prefents 
itfelf, the roof in the higheft altitude forty feet at 
leaft, or fifty from the floor of the other apartment. 
This room is twenty four feet long, and at the end, 
ina direction a little northward of weft, has a nar- 
row low paffage, of about four or five feet, through 
which the company crawled to another apartment, 
about twenty four feet, in length beyond which 
there is a covered way of feventeen feet, which ter- 
minates the cave. 

The curiofities exhibited by the different degrees 
of petrefaction, baffle defcription. The walls are 
in many places as fmooth as polifhed marble, and 
ihine as if encrufted with ice: in many places the 
appearance of flowing curtains, folded below, ap- 
pear perculiary magnificient. In others, curious 
fret work andetchingsof variouskind prefent to view ; 
in every apartment pipes or tubes refembling ifcicles 
hang from the roof and juttings, of every length 
and fize, from the eighth of an inch to two inches 
or more diameter, and from three inches to three 
fect Jong, the lefler fort perfectly hollow, the larger 
very porous, and hard in proportion to fize. At 
the end of many of them the pendent drops of water, 
from the reflection of the lights, prefented a luftre 
equal to the brilliance of a diamond. 

The tracts of fome animal or other was thought 
to be perceived on a bank of fine clay in the cavern, 
and the entire fkull bone of fome fmall creature, 
moft probably of the fquirrel kind, was found in 
the third apartment, on the firft vifit to it, but no part 
of the cave appears to be the refidence of any living 
creature at prefent. 

The foregoing is given from recolle€tion, and 
may poflibly be incorrect ; a fuller or more correct 
account would be received with thanks, and handed 
to the public. 
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FROM THE STUDIES OF NATURE. 


Few Republics have been more judicioufly 
conftituted than that of Lacedemon. Virtue and 
happinefs were feen to flourifh there, during a peri- 
od of five hundred years. Notwithftanding the me- 
diocrity of it’s extent, it gave law to Greece, and to 
the northern coafts of Afia ; but as Lycurgus had 
not comprehended in his plan either the Nations 
which Sparta was to fubdue, or even the Helots, 
who laboured the ground for her, by them were in- 
troduced the commotions which fhattered her 
conftitution, and at length totally fubverted it. 

In the Roman Republic there fubfifted greater e- 
quality, and proportionally more power and happi- 
nefs. She was, indeed, divided into Patricians and 
Plebeians ; but as thefe laft were capable of attain- 
ing the higheft military dignities, as they poffeffed, 
befides, an exclufive title to the tribunitial office, the 
power of which equalled, nay, furpafled, that 
of the Confuls, the moft perfect harmony exifted be- 
tween the two orders. It is impoflible to obferve, 
without emotion, the deference and refpe& paid by 
the Pliebeians to the Patricians, during the moit 
glorious periods of the Republic. They felected 
their patrons from among that order; they attended 
them in crowds on their way to the Senate: when 
they happened to be poor they affefled themfelves, 
to make up a marriage portion for their daughters. 
The Patricians, on the other hand, took an intere‘t 
in all the affairs of the Plebians ; they pleaded then 
caufes in the Senate ; permitted them to bear their 
names ; adopted them into their families, and gave 
them their daughters in marriage, when they dil- 
tinguifhed themielves by their virtues. “Thete ali- 
ances with Plebian families were not difdained 
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by Emperors. Auguftus gave his only daughter, Ju- 
lia, in marriage to the Plebeian Agrippa. Virtue 
fat enthroned at Rome; and no where elfe upon 
earth were altars raifed more worthy of her. A 
judgment of this may be formed from the rewards 
afligned to illuftrious actions. A criminal was 
com ide mned to be ftarved to death in prifon; his 
daughter is allowed permiflion to vifit him there, 
and keeps him alive by the milk from her own breaft. 
The Senate, informed of this inftance of filial ten- 
dernefs, voted a pardon to the father, in confidera- 
tion of the daughter, and on the fpot where the pri- 
fou {tood, commanded te rear a ‘Temple facred to 
filial piety. 

If a perfon condemned, was Carrying to execu- 
tion, the fentence was remitted if a veital happen- 
ed to pafs that way. The punifh ment, due to crim- 
inalty, difappeared in the prefence of virtue. If, wm 
battle, one Roman faved another out of the hands 
of the enemy, he became entit led to the civic crown. 
‘This crown confifted only of oak leaves, nay, it 
was the only y military crown w hich had nothing go 
den about it, but it conferred the right of f ting, i n 
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own people; it was by her injuftice to other men, 
that he became weak aud unhappy. Her conqueits 
filled her with flaves, who, under Spartacus, brow ht 
her to the brink of deftru‘tion, and which decided 
her fate at laft by the arms of corruption, much 
more formidable than thofe of war. By the vices 
and the flatteries of the Grecian and Afiatic ‘hives 
at Rome, were formed within her bofom the Cati- 
lines, the Cefars, the Neros; and while their voice 
was corrupting the mafters of the world, that of the 
Goths, the Cimbri, the Teutones, the Gauls, tne Al- 
lobroges, the Vandais, the companions of their lot, 
was inviting their compatriots from the North and 
from the Eaft, who at length levelled the glory of 
Rome with the dul. 











Poetry. 


HYMN TO VENUS. 
By LUCRETIUS, rranstaTep FROM THE ORIG« 
INAL Latin, BY HENRY HUNTER, D. D. 





V ENUS, ali hail! of Gods and men the pride; 
Mov'd by whoie pow'r, the heav’nly bodies glide 
In myltic roucd; thine is the teeming earth; 


To thee the {welling ocean o wes his birth: 


Source of all life! thou breath’it the living foul, 
Aad kindieft joy “ from Indus tothe Pole.” - 


At thy aoproach the noify tempefts ceafe, 
The air grows pure, and all the world is peace 
s 


' } a, } q 9 anew +) 
For thee the Spring her flow’ry mantle weaves, 


7 | a. ° 
for thee Autumnus piles his golden fheaves 
rast * es — 2.° } 
he placid deep retieéts a clearer ray, 


And Sol emits through heaven a brighter day. 
. . . 7 . . . . . ’ . . * . ‘ 
Since, Goddefs, thus all own thy fovercign pow'r; 


, , 
7 withone thee anne & ec the no wore 
Maldie, Wilt Nee, MODE ALCS (Oe Da.al NOU, 
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Without thee nought of fair, of fweet, is | 


rm 
+4 


Delight of Nature! Univerfal Queen! 
Vilit thy bard with fome celeftial dream ; 
Be thou, my mufe, for nature is my theme 
Around my lays thy winning graces fhed, 
So fhallimmortal honours c,own my head 
Meanwhile, command a troubled wo: 
Bid the fierce foldier calm his angry breaft 
Let fea and land thy genial influence feel; 
Let placid Nations at thine aliar koe 
Befmear'd with blood, and fick of war’s alarms, 
Soothe back fierce Mars to thy all conq'ring arms: 
Tell him how Rome now bleeds at every vein 
Let thy fweet voice reftore the gentle reign 
Of golden Saturn. Bid the trumpet ceate, 
Let all in Rome; andali the world be peace? 





DARWIN’s EPILOGUE, ro urs ZCON- 
OMIA. 


Dom liber aftra petis, volitans trepidantibus alis 
Irruis immemori parvula gutta mari 

Me quoque, me curren € rota revolubilis aetas 
Volverit in tenebras, I liber, ipfe fequar 

WHILST, my poor Book, on trembling wings you rift, 

And in imagination reach the fhies— 

Ah ! bleftin ignorance; you little know 

How fmall a drop to Life’s vaft fea you flow’ 

So, in the changes of this mortal ftate, 

Darknefs and death thy Mafter fhail await. 

Proceed, then, bold!y, make no longer flay, 

Thou only tothy Author thew'ft the way. 





— —_———— 


ADDRE SS. 
‘Tue prefent number concludes the firft vo- 


fume Of the Nightingale-—To many of her pa trons, 
her notes have been agreeable—to fome, indiiler- 
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ent-—to others,inharmonious and difgufting.--But this 

confolation remains to her, that, though the has not af- 

forded univerfal fatisfaction, fhe has not fuifered any 

dif PP omtment of expectation or much injury of 

There are fome, whoie “ praife ts cenjurey” 

Scenjure is praife ;”—there are others 

w will not be pleafed ;—there are, in fociety, alfo, 

ii upendous g sae mged oie »yes are always elevated 

ui fearch of eagles a: flying E sragons : for whofe 

optics,a Nightingale i nfini too {mall an object 

» duiting with edeven by treadlents lance. Among 

of the’e, has fhe ever attempted to intrude her- 

iclf, leaving them to their fublime contemplations and 

withing them much entertainment from their very 
profitable employ ment. 
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hearts. If fhe has ever amuied them 
} Gc § > nat eawretca PF madetwy 
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the melody of other birds, a preference 
vn. However, the has not much to apolo- 
size for, on that account, as ihe has never failed, in 
each of her vifts trai igi 
mufic all her own, : 
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tion with it, by communicating their opinions and 
inveitigations of the books which may be the {fub- 
jets of their perufal. We intend, one department 
of the Nightingale, as a repofitery for the fociety and 
the archieve of their criticifms. It will contain a 
correét account of all the productions of American 
genius, their real charatter, their merits and deme- 
rits, their blemifhes and beauties. That fuch a foci- 
ety and publication are defiderata, is generally ac- 
knowledged, and we hope, will receive the warm 
patronage and liberal fupport ofapolifhed ¢ people. 
We have formed a cordon of intelligence, extending 
from the waters of the St. Croix, to the banks of 
the Mifhfippi. Our literary telegraphs will commu- 
nicate obfervations and difcoveries with the rapidity 
of lightning. Not a movement of our armies of au- 
thors Mall efcape notice; not a recruit fhall enlift un- 
der the banners of Science uncbferved; not a wretch 
who dates to impofe upon the world by affuming, 
unqualified, her uniform, fhall go unpunithed 5 not 
a mé€ritorious member of her corps, fhall be neg- 
lected or unrewarded. 

The Editors of the Nightingale, grateful to their 
patrons, for paft favors, will double their endea- 
vors to be ftill more deferving of them, in future. 
The extenfive arrangements neceflary to complete 
their propofed plan, render a temporary fufpenfion 
of this publication, unavoidable. ‘The firit number 
of the 2d volume of the Nightingale wiil be prefented 
on the evening of Thurfday the firft day of Septem- 
ber next, with great improvements, enlarged and 
beautified. 


END OF VOLUME FIRST. 








